New technology in diagnosis and treatment of diseases of the pleural space.
Recent developments in video camera technology, new instruments, and advanced surgical techniques have increased the importance of video-assisted thoracoscopic surgery (VATS). Currently, VATS offers a new approach in the diagnosis and treatment of many thoracic conditions previously treated only by standard thoracotomy. In our experience, VATS is a safe, reliable, and effective alternative to thoracic surgery. With further improvements and refinements in video imaging and endoscopic instruments, more procedures will be technically feasible. The long-term results of VATS compared to open thoracotomy will require extensive follow up and prospective trials to determine its true value.